
Sonora Pass Pioneers—California Bound Emigrants and Explorers 1841—1864—
Author David H. Johnson spent twenty years researching pioneer crossings of rugged 
Sonora Pass and exploring the terrain on foot.  His detailed maps and color photographs 
graphically illustrate the obstacles that wagon trains and explorers encountered along the 

Walker River Trail.  Biographies of over 300 Sonora Pass 
pioneers acquaint the reader with these brave souls.  
Members and Non-Members $22.50 
 
Tuolumne County, CA - 1909 - Originally published 
by Sonora’s Union Democrat newspaper in 1909, this 
illustrated book documents economic life, communities and 
many businesses during a prosperous era in Tuolumne 
County.  Members and Non-Members $5.00 
 
 

Records of a California Family—Gold Rush Journals and Letters of Sonora’s 
Gunn Family 1849—1859—The illuminating journals and letters of Dr. Lewis C. Gunn and 
his wife, Elizabeth.  Originally published in 1928 by the Gunn family; 2001 Tuolumne County 
Historical Society printing.  This Gold Rush literature classic is now available with an index 
and a dust jacket featuring an 1856 lithograph of Sonora showing the Gunn family’s home.  
Members and Non-Members $10.00 
 

 
 

Melones Memories - First published by the Tuolumne County His-
torical Society in 1985.  The author Milo Bird grew up in the mining town now under the waters 
of the New Melones Reservoir.  He was born in 1895 and in his youth became a self-styled Tom 
Sawyer.  He recalls miner’s working conditions, residents, ghosts, and how young boys amused 
themselves in an isolated mining town.  He worked in the nearby Carson Hill mine and later at-
tended Stanford University.  His writing style brings to life his recollections of the early part of the 
20th century.  Members and Non-Members $7.50  
 
 
 

Then Came the French - Written by Mary Grace Paquette and filled 
with numerous photographs, this book recaptures the flavor of the 19th cen-
tury while tracing the history of many French-speaking argonauts and their 
activities in and around Tuolumne County.  Members and Non-Members 
$5.00 
 

 
When Steam Was King  - Professional photographer Gerald French 
takes the reader on a historical and pictorial journey of the railroads that 
were integral to the lumber industry of Central California.  Featured in this 
book are Pickering Lumber Company, West Side Lumber Company, Em-
pire City and the Stanislaus Railway.  Also included is the passenger railroad, the Sierra Rail-
way which is often called the “Movie Railroad.”  Members and Non-Members $20.00 
 
 
 

CHISPA, Bound—Volume 1, July 1961—June 1971; Volume 2, July 
1971—June 1981; Volume 3, July 1981—1991;  Volume 4, July 1991—
July  2001  Members and Non-Members $20.00 Each Volume 
 

 
CHISPA—All issues Members and Non-Members $1.00 Each 

Christmas Gift Ideas from the 
Tuolumne County Historical Society 

Give the Gift of History 

SALE all books listed 


